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HER MAJESTY AS “KAISAR-I-HIND.” 


THE following is a description of a more than life-size 
bust of Her Majesty, the Queen, as “Kaisar-i-Hind,” or 
Empress of India, made for the Oriental University Institute, 
where this Review is published, by the eminent Italian sculptor, 
Signor Giuseppe Norfini, under the instructions of Dr. Leitner, 
the originator of the title and its populariser in India. Although 
statues of Her Majesty exist in India, none in that country or 
in England represent Her in the special character which the 
assumption of that title implies. The difficulty consisted in find- 
ing a typical rendering in sculpture that should alike commend 
itself to Englishmen and to natives of India as well as meet the 
requirements of historic fitness and of artistic taste. The 
laurel wreath, for instance, which adorns Cesar, from which 
“Kaisar” is an accepted Oriental form, was discarded as 
“palmam qui meruit ferat” is not an Indian acknowledge- 
ment of Victory, and would, indeed, lead to a misconception. 
Again, the Crown of the Moguls, although accepted by Hindus 
and Muhammadans alike, as a symbol of the Indian Empire, 
and, as such, transmitted to England in Indian opinion, is too 
distinctly Muhammadan, and too peculiar in shape, rising as it 
does in tiers, to meet with universal and enthusiastic adoption, 
whilst the Royal Crown itself, as depicted sometimes on the top 
of the head, would resemble too much an Indian top-knot 
which is indicative of renunciation rather than rule. So the 
handsome Crown on the Indian Rupee, as in the year of the 
Proclamation of the new Imperial attribute, that is to say in 
1877, and as it exists now, was adopted and will, no doubt, be 
considered alike a practical, an appropriate and an ornamental 
solution of the difficulty by all classes of Her Majesty’s Indian 
subjects, as well as by Europeans, who have been long familiar 
with Her lofty features, through that coin. It was, however, 
necessary to give a Roman Czsar’s look to an Indian Empress, 
in order to mark the origin of the word, and the result, there- 
fore, was the truly Roman “ Kaisar” bust, which, whilst com- 
bining the characteristics of Her Majesty’s face and attitude, 
denotes Her Imperial position, alike to Indian and to European 
eyes. Incidentally we would refer to that feature of the “ arq- 
us-Saltanat ” or “ vein of rule” over the eye or forehead, which 
Oriental tradition assigns to the being that is destined to 
rule, There is, probably, no photograph, sculpture, medal or 
medallion of Her Majesty that has not been consulted, and, 
although the photograph of Messrs. Downey was taken as the 
authorized basis of resemblance, it was obviously impossible to 
take any pose of ease or age, as characteristic of Empire. The 








Her Majesty as “ Katsar-t-Hind.” 


orders that Her Majesty wears on the bust are, the “Star of 
India,” “the Indian Empire,” and “the Crown of India,” in 
addition, of course, to that of “the Victoria-Albert,” whose 
effigies adorn the Institute, and whose busts, along with that 
of the Prince of Wales, form the apotheosis, as it were, of the 
Commemoration Gallery, led up to by the busts of representative 
Indian Chiefs and European and Indian promoters of Oriental 
learning. Musical instruments, historical, commemorative, 
dedicatory, or as used on great occasions of State, surround 
British Royalty, whilst the Indian races and castes, also repre- 
sented in gems, offer their polyglot tribute to Her Majesty in 
tablets, Slokas, paintings, poems, and votive offerings, that are 
typical of the princes, peasants, and industrial workers, priests 
and others, not excluding a series of ascetics, all joining 
in a commemoration of loyalty. Mosques and temples, and 
many important Indian cities are there in drawings or carvings 
and, altogether, it would be impossible, as it would be tedious 
to our readers, to describe at greater length in this place the 
contents of a Gallery, of which a personal visit, to which we 
invite them, can alone give an adequate idea. We must, how- 
ever, say a word on the insignia of royalty, which eituic’ in 
bas-reliefs or sunk into the stone, adorn the base of the bust. 
In front, we have the orb, ring, sword of spirituality, and 
sceptre over the name of “ Victoria, Queen 1837—-EMPRESS 
of INDIA 1877-97.” On one side of the bust we have ‘“ KAISAR- 
I-HIND,” in Persian characters, as on the Delhi official medal, 
but improved, under the swords of justice and mercy, and the 
sceptre of rule, whilst another side shows the same words in 
Hindi, but corrected from the Delhi medal where, by a slip 
of grammar, the bearer of the title is masculine instead of 
feminine. This inscription is surmounted by the quasi-mytho- 
logical emblem of the “ Nao-ratna” or “the nine jewels of 
India,” which are typical of that country and some of which, 
like the Gomeda, had never been hitherto identified, but are 
now represented. ‘“ Nao-ratna” also refers to “the nine 
sages” of that most ancient or famous Emperor in India, 
Vikramaditya, and may thus be said to represent the ancient 
learning of that Continent, as well as the natural wealth of 
India and the wisdom of its Government. Behind, is the Coro- 
nation Chair, and below it is a trilingual reading of “Empress 
of India” from the Delhi medal as corrected. We trust 
that, in India or wherever a sculpture of Her Majesty is 
required to strike the eye and move the public loyalty by 
an impersonation of power, goodness and wisdom, this bust of 
our beloved Queen-Empress may be consulted. 











